
 As we prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Paul offers a farewell 

speech to the presbyters at Miletus, about 30 miles south of Ephesus. Paul had labored in 

Ephesus and the surrounding area for several years. “So extraordinary were the mighty deeds 

God accomplished at the hands of Paul that when face cloths or aprons that touched his skin 

were applied to the sick, their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them” (Acts 

19:11-12). The Spirit guided Paul to come to Ephesus and what to emphasize in his preaching. 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians emphasizes the unity in the church of Christ that has come about 

for both Jews and Gentiles. 

 Paul’s ministry in Ephesus had its highs and lows. He met stiff opposition from Jews. 

After three months of preaching in the synagogue he withdrew due to the hard headedness and 

disbelief of those who disparaged the Way. He made great inroads against pagan practices. “A 

large number of those who had practiced magic collected their books and burned them in public. 

They calculated their value and found it to be fifty thousand silver pieces” (Acts 19:19). Paul 

preached against the false gods of Asia minor and ran afoul of those craftsmen who made their 

livelihood by fashioning images of the false deities out of silver. Stirred into a furious frenzy, 

crowds shouted the name of the goddess of fertility, Artemis, for a solid two hours. Rather than 

confront an angry mob, Paul follows the advice of the disciples that discretion is the better part 

of valor. 

Paul is preparing to leave the region. The Spirit is guiding him once again to return 

Jerusalem for Pentecost. Jerusalem was important for the Jewish people who gathered for their 

great religious feasts in the city and around the Temple. So too with the Christian Church in its 

formative years. Jerusalem was the gathering place for Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost. Paul is 

obedient to the Spirit and trusts that no matter the challenge ahead, God will help him through it. 

At Miletus, Paul gathers the priests together knowing full well that this may be the last 

time he sees them. Like a father instructing his children to behave while he is away, Paul loves 

his church family and only wants the best for them. However, as with many worshipping 

communities, there are factions and divisions. Paul is trying to sew seeds of unity before he 

departs knowing full well that when he leaves, some will prey upon the community like wolves 

trying to divide what he had united with the help of the Holy Spirit. Having worked so tirelessly 

for unity, Paul is saddened that egos will get in the way and some in their pride will think they 

are more important than the Way of Christ. We see this in our own day and age with people who 

claim to have a hold on the truth and disparage the church and its leaders. Where you see efforts 

at division, you can be sure the Tempter is at work trying to pull things apart. Paul, like the 

Spirit, is a uniter, not a divider.  

Paul reminds the community of his own dedication to preach the Good News. “I served 

the Lord with all humility and with the tears and trials that came to me because of the plots of the 

Jews, and I did not at all shrink from telling you what was for your benefit” (20:19). In his 

absence, the presbyters will have their own share of trials, but they should be as steadfast as Paul 

and not shrink from their duties. Paul has set a good example for them, and they will serve the 

community well if they humbly follow Paul’s example. Paul did not shrink from proclaiming the 

entire plan of God. Neither should they. 

 The Holy Spirit has been guiding Paul where to go and which battles to pick. Paul knows 

that ultimately; he will be imprisoned and face even more difficult hardships in the future. Just as 

Jesus was drawn to Jerusalem, Paul is now on his way there. As with many a farewell speech, the 

realization that paths are separating and that they may never see Paul again, brings tears readily 

to the eyes of the presbyters at Miletus. 


